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New Jersey's Immunization Rates Are Slipping.
Here’s What We Can Do About It.

This week, President Trump signed an executive order pressing states to move away
from established, proven vaccine requirements and schedules. New Jersey,
fortunately, has already taken legal steps to base its own requirements on trusted
medical sources including the American Academy of Pediatrics. But state data still
shows cause for concern. Statewide compliance has fallen to 91.3%, the lowest point
in eight years, with some counties down nearly 11 points since 2017. Read the full blog
below to learn more and consider what we can do about it together.

Read Full Story

TAKE FIVE
INTERVIEW

Tara VanHise, DO

Family Medicine Physician & founder of THRIVE,
Capital Health

Take Five with Dr. Tara VanHise

In this issue, we sit down with Dr. Tara VanHise, DO, a family medicine physician at
Capital Health and founder of the health system’s THRIVE wellness program, to talk
about what really drives clinician burnout, how Capital Health became one of the first
health systems in New Jersey to earn the Wellbeing First Champion recognition, and
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why removing stigmatizing language from credentialing applications can save lives.
Read the full interview below.

Read Full Interview

New Jersey Hospitals and ASCs Advance Health Care
Transparency

We'’re proud to share that 100% of New Jersey hospitals submitted a 2026 Leapfrog
Hospital Survey, demonstrating a continued statewide commitment to transparency,
quality and patient safety.

We also thank and applaud the eight New Jersey ambulatory surgery centers (ASCs)
that submitted a 2026 Leapfrog ASC Survey. Their voluntary participation provides
patients and purchasers with important information about the quality and safety of
care.

RWiIBarnabas Health Affiliated Facilities

1. Essex Endoscopy Center LLC

2. Hudson Crossing Surgery Center

3. May Street Surgi Center

4. Short Hills Surgery Center

5. The Gregori Surgery Center
e Saint Peter’s Healthcare System Affiliated Facility

© CARES SurgiCenter
Hunterdon Health Affiliated Facility

o Bridgewater Ambulatory Surgery Center LLC
Independent Facility

o Northern NJ Eye Institute South Orange

There is still time for other ASCs to participate; surveys can be submitted through
November 30.

New This Year: In addition to the ASC Survey results, Leapfrog is also reporting results

for 140 New Jersey ASCs using publicly available CMS data. The number of ASCs with
results varies by measure based on available data.

Explore the 2026 results for New Jersey Hospitals and ASCs

Preparing New Jerseyans for Changes in Health Care
Access

In anticipation of the potential impacts of H.R. 1 on health coverage and access to
care, Parker Family Health Center created a multilingual resource to help New
Jerseyans find free health care when they need it. The resource brings together
contact information for free clinics across the state and is available in English,
Spanish, Portuguese, and Haitian Creole, helping ensure that residents who may
experience gaps in coverage know where they can turn for care. The resource
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helps strengthen connections among New Jersey’s free clinics and make these critical
safety-net services easier for residents to find and access.

Read the Brochure

Upcoming Events
MWTC 2026 Healthy Towns Application Webinar

The 2026 New Jersey Healthy Town Application is opening on November 16. The
application will be due January 15th, 2027, by 5 p.m. The Healthy Town designation
recognizes communities in which mayors have made healthy lifestyles a top priority
and are actively engaging all members of their community through inclusive,
evidence-based health and wellness programming, policies, and a culture of health.

Join us on Tuesday, September 15, from 12-1 p.m. for a deep dive into strategies to
improve Healthy Town applications, examples of successful submissions, and a
chance to ask questions about the application process.

Wwho Should Attend:

Towns applying for their first Healthy Town designation
Towns interested in renewing their annual designation
Mayors

MWC Committee Members

Register Now

Save the Date: Member Breakfast and
Engagement Event

Please join the Quality Institute on Wednesday, October 28, from 8 to 9:30 a.m. for a
Member Breakfast and Engagement Event at Summit Health, 150 Park Avenue, 4th
Floor, Florham Park, NJ.

Start your morning with a quick breakfast while networking with local leaders and
health care decision-makers. Hear brief updates from Quality Institute staff about
how to get involved in our policy, quality improvement, and community health
work. Registration to open soon.

This event is for members and invited guests only.

NEW MEMBER
e WELCOME
New Jersey @°
Innovation Institute The New Jersey Innovation Institute (NJII) is an
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the needs of industry and government. Through its
Healthcare Information Systems division, NJII
deploys Al-powered solutions that help NJ healthcare
organizations improve quality and advance patient
care.
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For information on how to join, please contact Virginia Tesser at

To learn more about our current initiatives, please visit our website at
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