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171,600
New Jersey students
(K-12) suffering from

dental cavities and
infections

59%

URGENT DENTAL
CARE 








MISSED SCHOOL

29% of third graders in NJ have
sealants compared to the
national average of 42%

(National average: 60%)

The Oral Health of New Jersey's
Third Grade Children

have decay experience have untreated decay
(National average: 20%)

36%

On any given day

13,200
New Jersey third

graders (15%)
need URGENT

dental care

ORAL HEALTH DISPARITIES PERSIST
RACIAL

SOCIO-ECONOMIC

GEOGRAPHIC

Compared to Non-Hispanic White children, Black/African American and
Hispanic/Latinx children have a significantly higher prevalence of untreated decay,
and Hispanic/Latinx children are significantly more likely to need urgent dental
care because of pain or infection.

Compared to children attending higher income schools (<50% eligible for National
School Lunch Program, or NSLP), children attending the lowest income schools
(>75% eligible for NSLP) have a significantly higher prevalence of decay
experience and untreated decay and a significantly lower prevalence of protective
dental sealants. They are also significantly more likely to need urgent dental care
because of pain or infection.

Compared to children living in the southern region of NJ, children living in the
central region have a significantly higher prevalence of decay experience and
untreated decay.

Sealants are a safe
and cost-effective way

to prevent decay. 

More than 1,400 third grade children in
28 non-virtual public and public charter
schools received dental-oral health
screenings. 

(Sampling frame 1,258 schools with
90,904 students in Grade 3)

Before & after sealant
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