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PRESIDENT & CEO, LINDA SCHWIMMER
Spotlight on Health Care Transparency 
Last week in Burlington City, I stood in a family health center that was crowded with state health care leaders and
others applauding as Governor Murphy officially created the new Office of Health Care Affordability and Transparency.
As the Quality Institute, we have long called for an office that could align the health care related departments within
the state government and push for transparency on both quality and costs. I was heartened to see the State Treasurer
and the Commissioners of Human Services, Banking and Insurance, and Health all there speaking about the
importance of transparency and the need to work across departments to make health care more affordable in our
state.
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TAKE FIVE INTERVIEW
Interviews with members, influencers, and noteworthy people
As the CEO of the Camden Coalition of Healthcare Providers, Kathleen Noonan speaks with us about their recently
published findings from their randomized controlled trial (RTC) in 2014.

Interview Sneak Peek: Interview Sneak Peek: Why did the Camden Coalition undertake the randomized controlled trial
(RTC) in 2014?

It was a great opportunity for us — a relatively small nonprofit — to work with an academic research partner to test
our intervention in a community-based setting. Having spent many years as the co-director of PolicyLab, a research
center at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, I have a deep appreciation for the strengths that come with a research
partnership group like J-PAL North America. Plus, in 2014, funding was available from the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Innovation Center to study our intervention. Our hypothesis was that targeted short-term care management
and care coordination could support medically complex patients and reduce overall costs and improve care for this
population. The metric studied was hospital readmission.

NEW RESOURCE: QUALITY BRIEFING 

New Release: At our Quality Breakfast last Thursday, we were excited to announce the release of our newest Quality
Briefing, entitled, New Jersey Hospitals Awarded as “2019 Top Hospitals” by The Leapfrog Group. In this new Quality
Briefing, focused on the New Jersey designees of the 2019 Leapfrog Group's Top Hospital Awards, we interviewed all

Read Full
Interview

https://www.njhcqi.org/category/take5/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=MailChimp&utm_campaign=Take Five Interview Channel on Website
https://camdenhealth.org/evaluating-the-camden-core-model-how-a-research-partnership-between-the-camden-coalition-and-j-pal-north-america-was-built/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=MailChimp&utm_campaign=T5 -2.13.2020 Link 1
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/na?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=MailChimp&utm_campaign=T5 -2.13.2020 Link 2 (JPAL)
https://www.njhcqi.org/take-five-interview-2-13-2020/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=MailChimp&utm_campaign=Take Five Interview 2.13.2020
https://www.njhcqi.org/resources/?cat=249&topic=&resource-filter-submit=Search&utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=MailChimp&utm_campaign=NJHCQI Resources - Quality Briefings List


seven New Jersey Top Hospital designees to better understand the best practices used in their facilities to achieve Top
Hospital status. We encourage you, our members, to implement these practices and strategies within your
organizations to improve quality and patient safety.

About our Quality Briefing Series:
Designed to share relevant data sets and information that can inform quality improvement work, these briefings are
meant to be used by employers, purchasers, payers, and patients to help inform decisions about where to seek care,
leverage purchasing power, and increase transparency. Throughout the year, we will be releasing more Quality
Briefings that focus on different topics that affect our diverse membership. In the meantime, please take a look at our
previous Quality Briefings.

We invite you to download the Quality Breakfast slides, which feature the presentations from both of the experts who
spoke last week's event, Dr. Shantanu Agrawal, President and CEO of the National Quality Forum (NQF), and Katie
Burggraf Stewart, Director of Health Care Ratings at Leapfrog. Members, we encourage you to share these insightful
resources with your colleagues, members, and other stakeholders.

Questions or Quality Briefing Topic Suggestions? Please reach out to our Director of Quality, Adelisa Perez-Hudgins.

NEW MEMBER

eHealth
eHealth is the nation’s largest online and telephonic resource for insurance options and enrollment, specializing
in Medicare Advantage. We partner with health systems and ACOs shifting to risk-based models to support patient
education and engagement efforts on Medicare benefit options. Our payer-agnostic services are at no cost to
provider partners or patients as they are funded through our over 170 regional and national payer partners. 

For information on how to join, please contact Virginia Tesser at vtesser@njhcqi.org.

To learn more about our current initiatives, please visit our website at www.njhcqi.org.
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