
Employer and Purchaser Update on Quality 

The Leapfrog Group 2019 Hospital Survey Maternity Measures         
 (as of September 30, 2019) 

Legend: 

• NTSV Caesarean (C) Section: First-time mothers giving 

birth to a single baby at 37 weeks or later in a head-down 
position. Leapfrog standard: 23.9% or lower. 

• Early Elective Delivery:  A scheduled medical induction 

or C-section performed without medical necessity prior 
to 39 weeks gestation. Leapfrog standard: 5% or lower. 

• Episiotomy: An incision made in the perineum (birth 

canal) during childbirth. Leapfrog standard: 5% or lower. 

• Red highlight indicates a hospital not meeting the    

Leapfrog standard for that measure. 

The New Jersey Health Care Quality Institute serves as the 
Leapfrog Regional Leader for New Jersey. The Quality    

Institute works to improve the safety, quality, and        
affordability of health care for everyone (www.njhcqi.org). 

Not all hospitals are alike. The Leapfrog Hospital Survey assesses hospital safety and quality and compares hospitals on 
their ability to protect patients from harm. It provides valuable patient safety information, such as on maternity care, so 
that your employees and members can make the best decision about where to receive care. Patients have a right to      
transparent information on hospital care—good and bad.  For more information on the safety and quality of hospitals, visit 
www.leapfroggroup.org/compare-hospitals. 

Why This Matters 

• These procedures have risks to the mother 
and baby, such as difficulty with future 
pregnancies, increased risk of infection, 
and risk of breathing difficulties.  

• You have a choice in how you contract for 
care. Find hospitals committed to        
transparency and educating their patients 
about the safety and quality of care they 
provide. Use this information to choose a 
hospital that delivers high quality care. 

Employers, what can you do? 

• Share this information on the safety and 
quality of hospitals with your employees. 
Educate them on the importance of   
choosing a hospital that delivers high   
quality care. 

• Leverage your purchasing power to    
structure value-based benefits and ask your 
health plan if they use Leapfrog data. 

• Encourage hospitals in your network to       
participate in the Leapfrog Survey.  

http://www.leapfroggroup.org/compare-hospitals

